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Georgia Film Academy Registration Open 
Stats, Messaging and Q&A 
As of Dec. 7, 2015

Quick Georgia Film Industry Stats*:

*Provided by Georgia Department of Economic Development Facts (as of 12/7/15)
· Georgia-lensed feature film and television productions generated an economic impact of more than $6 billion during fiscal year 2015 (July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015).
· The 248 film and television productions shot in Georgia represent $1.7 billion in spending in the state.
· According to the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA), the motion picture and television industry is responsible for more than 79,100 jobs and $4B in total wages in Georgia, including indirect jobs and wages.
· More than 24,100 people are directly employed by the motion picture and television industry in Georgia, including 9,291 production-related employees.
· These are high quality jobs, with an average salary of nearly $84,000, 75% higher than the average salary nationwide.
· Although literally thousands of people have entered the local crew base—either coming from other professions or moving here from other markets, we are still experiencing a crew shortage.
· In addition to growing the crew base, one of our primary goals is to grow Georgia’s support service infrastructure.
· There are nearly 3,000 motion picture and television industry businesses in Georgia, including 1,957 production-related companies.
· More than 120 companies have located in Georgia since the incentive was passed in 2008-- keep in mind that one of these companies are eligible for the tax credit and they employ tax-paying Georgians.
Key Messages:

· The Georgia Film Academy was established in 2015, as a way to optimize the booming $6B film and TV production industry in the state of Georgia.

· Through the GFA, Georgians can become highly trained professionals, prepared to step into the abundance of film and production jobs.

· We are knocking down barriers so Georgia Film Academy students can earn their GFA certification as efficiently and affordably as possible.

Supportive Q&A: 
· What is a Georgia Film Academy certification? 

· The GFA certification is offered to USG and TCSG students, as well as community members interested in Continuing Education. 

· The GFA Program will gives you professional training in the film production crafts, and in some cases, an opportunity to earn credits towards your AA or BA degree.

· The Georgia Film Academy offers a two-course certification program through our partner universities and institutions specifically designed to provide you with a basic level of on-set film production skills, knowledge and experience with film-industry standard organizational structure, professional equipment and on-set procedures.  
· Why should I attend the GFA?

· Getting into the film industry is not easy, and on-set film workers are needed in Georgia. 
· On-set film workers need a very specific set of skills working with industry-standard equipment and some experience on professional productions to be considered for employment.

· The film industry in Georgia is booming – currently ranked third in the nation and seventh on the World for number of productions (behind only Hollywood and New York).  

· Industry growth over the next 3-5 years is projected to generate 3,000 – 5,000 new jobs, most of which are on the set and many of which feature earnings of $60,000 + to start.

· How many courses are there? 

· There will be two courses offered, totaling 18 hours. The first course is six hours, and the second course is 12 hours.

· What will be taught in these courses?

· The first course will teach you everything you need to understand about the rules of working on a set, such as: Film production, organizational structure, job descriptions and duties in various film craft areas, names uses and protocols related to various pieces of professional on-set film equipment. 
· The second course will teach you to work on the set of an independent production, including: Participating as crew in hands on positions on professional films, reporting to experienced professionals in key positions on set, as well as the job responsibilities, and how to carry those out, at an entry level of a variety of positions. 

· What is the cost involved? 

· We believe this certification is critical to the future of Georgia’s economic development that we’re subsidizing the cost, and reducing it by half that of an average college course.  
· The cost is $750 for the first six-hour course and it’s $1,500 for the second, 12-hour course.

· For example: At only $125 per credit hour, GFA classes are roughly half the price of an average college credit hour at Georgia State University. 

· What is the average salary of someone working as part of the crew in the entertainment industry? 

· In the U.S., the average salary for someone working in the entertainment industry is $84,000.
· What are some of the types of jobs you can get with a GFA certification?

· With a GFA certification, jobs can be gained in any of the following categories – all of which are needed to make-up a crew for film and TV production.
· Set Production Assistant (PA)

· Art: set dressers, props

· Hair/Make-up/Wardrobe procedures

· Sound: mixer, boom operator, utility

· Camera: operator, camera assistants (1st and 2nd)

· Electric: on-set lamp operators

· Grip: on-set, dolly grip

· Locations: managing

· Craft Services

· Script Supervision procedures

· Video Assist

· Office PA

· Upon completion of the GFA course, when can I expect to get a job?

· Upon completion of the 18-hour course at GFA, you will be fully trained and ready to work on a set in an entry-level position. 
· We have staff at the GFA to assist you in finding the available jobs.

· When do classes open and how can I register? 

· Classes are open now, and we’ve made registering easy: 
· If you are a student at Clayton State, Columbus State and Gwinnett Tech, you can register as you would for any class. 
· For anyone else, you can learn more about registering using our concierge registration process via the GFA website.
· www.georgiafilmacademy.org
· Additionally, there is a concierge contact available to answer questions via the phone at (678) 466-5021. Also, reachable via email at EnrollmentServices@clayton.edu
· Where are the GFA classes taught? 

· Initially, GFA courses will be taught at:

· Columbus State University

· Clayton State University’s film studio

· Gwinnett Technical College

· *Plans are underway for courses to be taught at Pinewood Studios in Fayetteville. 
