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IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Technical College System of Georgia New Ford PAS Professional Development Hub

TCSG and Ford to provide professional development tools to Georgia teachers 

ATLANTA, Georgia, March 12, 2010 - Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services, the philanthropic arm of Ford Motor Company, and the Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) today announced their partnership to bring the innovative curriculum from Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies (Ford PAS) to high schools throughout the state. Ford PAS helps students develop essential skills to solve real-world problems in fields such as engineering, technology and business.  

TCSG has been named a Ford PAS Professional Development Hub, joining only two others in the nation. As a Ford PAS Hub, TCSG will work with schools across the state to provide Georgia teachers with interactive learning tools for students in areas such as team-building, problem-solving, creative and critical thinking, and communications. 
"Innovative education has long been a focus for Ford Motor Company Fund. We know that education programs strengthen communities by providing students with the tools needed to compete and succeed in a global economy,” said Cheryl Carrier, program director, 21st Century Education Programs, Ford Motor Company Fund.  

Ford PAS, an education program established by Ford Motor Company Fund, brings together the business, education, and community sectors to provide professional development for teachers and career-relevant learning opportunities for students. Ford PAS currently is used in more than 600 sites nationally, including in Georgia. Developed in partnership with Education Development Center, Inc, it is aligned with national standards.
“Ford and TCSG’s new partnership will provide an engaging curriculum designed to enhance our student’s skill in high-demand fields, driving new business opportunities and job growth throughout our state. The resource hub—one in only three in the nation—will allow teachers to access advanced professional development tools and help shift Georgia toward a 21st century teaching model,” said Lt. Governor Casey Cagle, “I am certain this new collaboration will benefit students, educators and businesses across our state.”
"It is crucial that our students see the relevance of their school experience and connect it to the real world,” said State Superintendent of Schools Kathy Cox.  “The Ford PAS methodology engages students by giving them real world problem-based projects and integrates the core skills and knowledge of math, science, English/language arts and social studies together in the classroom.  This is what our students need to be competitive in this Global Economy." 
Educators from the Georgia Career Academy Network and other schools across the state now can tap into this resource hub. Professional development will center on financial literacy, economics, alternative energy, engineering, manufacturing and businesses, and help educators teach real-world skills through the lens of a career. The Ford PAS Hub also will help schools connect with business partners to develop mentorship programs, internships and other ways to prepare students for jobs in a global economy.
“This is an important partnership because it allows us to work with educators to ultimately help students learn critical skills they will need to succeed in the real world,” said TCSG Commissioner Ron Jackson. “Making our students both college and career ready is a vital investment in the success of Georgia’s 21st Century workforce.” 
The TCSG oversees the state’s 28 technical colleges, adult literacy programs, and a host of economic workforce development programs. Last year, the TCSG provided a unified system of technical education to almost 200,000 students and delivered training programs to thousands more trainees from Georgia’s businesses and industries. Every Georgian and all of the state’s corporate citizens enjoy easy and affordable access to the TCSG’s state-of-the-art programs and world-class instruction.
###

About Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services

Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services is committed to creating opportunities that promote corporate citizenship, philanthropy, volunteerism and cultural diversity for those who live in the communities where Ford operates. Celebrating its 60th anniversary in 2009 and made possible by funding from Ford Motor Company, Ford Motor Company Fund supports initiatives and institutions that foster innovative education, auto-related safety, and American heritage and legacy. National programs include Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies, which provides high school students with academically rigorous 21st century learning experiences, and Driving Skills for Life, a teen-focused auto safety initiative. The Ford Volunteer Corps, established in 2005, continues Ford’s legacy of caring worldwide. Through the Volunteer Corps, Ford employees and retirees participate in a wide range of volunteer projects in their communities. For more information on programs made possible by Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services, visit www.community.ford.com. 

About the TCSG

Last year, the Technical College System of Georgia enrolled almost 200,000 students in more than 600 certificate, diploma and degree programs at 28 technical colleges statewide. In addition, 100,000 adult learners enrolled in the TCSG’s adult education programs, and 20,000 of those students earned their GED diplomas in 2009. Another part of the TCSG, Quick Start, the internationally-known workforce training program, teaches skills to tens of thousands employees from business and industry each year and is a key incentive that continues to help bring major new and expanding industries to Georgia. 
-more-


