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Dr. Ivan Allen Named Interim President of Griffin Technical College
Middle Georgia Tech president to lead college following departure of Dr. Bobby Arnold
Griffin – Technical College System of Georgia Commissioner Ron Jackson announced today that Griffin Technical College President Robert H. “Bobby” Arnold has been reassigned. Effective immediately, Arnold will report to the system office and perform duties under the direction of the deputy commissioner of the TCSG.
Commissioner Jackson has asked Dr. Ivan Allen, the president of Middle Georgia Technical College in Warner Robins, to serve as the interim president of Griffin Technical College. Allen will start on Monday, April 19, and will continue in that position until a new president for Griffin Technical College is appointed. A timeline for the selection process for a permanent president is still to be determined.

The change will have no impact on the ongoing merger between the Griffin and Flint River technical colleges that will result in the creation of the new Southern Crescent Technical College on July 1, 2010. 
“I thank Dr. Allen for stepping in at a very important time for what will soon be the new Southern Crescent Technical College,” said Jackson. “I have full trust that he’ll manage the college with the same steady leadership, deep devotion to his students, and strong community involvement that he’s demonstrated time and again at Middle Georgia Technical College,” said Jackson. 

Allen has been the president of Middle Georgia Technical College since 2005. He has guided the college through a time of sustained and record growth, including the just-completed winter quarter enrollment that surged to 3,627 students, an almost 31% increase over the college’s previous winter quarter. The college serves Dooly, Houston, Peach and Pulaski counties.
Allen began his career as an instructor at Middle Georgia Tech in 1997 and has also served as the college’s director of accreditation, director of instruction and division chair. He was named the TCSG instructor of the year in 2000. 
Allen has a Doctor of Education from Nova Southeastern University, Masters of Public Administration from Georgia College and State University, and Bachelor of Arts from Morehouse College, where he graduated Phi Beta Kappa. He is also a research scholar with the Ford Foundation, the Campbell Foundation and the Dana Foundation.

Griffin Technical College enrolled 5,244 technical education students in the 2010 winter quarter. The college also provides adult education and workforce development programs in its service delivery area of Butts, Fayette, Henry, Jasper, Lamar, Pike and Spalding counties.

The Flint River Tech campus in Thomaston, which serves Talbot, Taylor and Upson counties, enrolled 926 technical education students in its 2010 winter quarter along with more who attended classes and training in the college’s adult education and workforce development programs.  
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