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Russell Vandiver Named President of Lanier Technical College
ATLANTA - Commissioner Ron Jackson has announced his selection of Russell Vandiver as the new president of Lanier Technical College. 

Jackson made the announcement today after his choice of Vandiver was approved by the state board that oversees the Technical College System of Georgia during the board’s monthly meeting in Atlanta.
 “I know that Russell Vandiver will be an outstanding president of Lanier Technical College,” said Jackson.  “He’s devoted his entire career working with his fellow faculty and staff to build Lanier Tech into a world-class destination for the very best in technical education. He’s a nationally-recognized expert on workforce training and economic development and has a firm grasp of the expectations of the businesses and industries that depend on the college’s highly-skilled graduates for their workforce.  Most of all, he’s focused on the needs of the students and the knowledge and skills that they must have to compete in the 21st Century workforce.”  

Vandiver, 57, has been serving as Lanier Tech’s interim president since February after the previous president, Dr. Mike Moye, left to become president of Central Georgia Technical College in Macon.  Vandiver has worked for the college for 34 years, with almost all of that time as the vice president for economic development.  He also serves as the executive director of the college’s Center for Innovation in Manufacturing.

“I’m honored that Commissioner Jackson and the TCSG State Board have chosen to place their faith and trust in me to be the next president of Lanier Technical College,” said Vandiver. “I’ve devoted my entire career to the college, and now I’m blessed with an opportunity of a lifetime to lead one of the best technical colleges in the state.”
Vandiver added, “I’ve been witness to some unbelievable enrollment growth at the college which is due in large part to the hard work of my colleagues and our previous presidents. Their efforts have made Lanier Technical College a respected institution that’s widely-known for offering some of the state’s top technical education, workforce development and adult education programs. I look forward to working my fellow staff and faculty as we build on the college’s success and continue to serve both the career goals of our students and training demands of business and industry throughout our region.”  
more>

Lanier Tech has a rapidly growing student population in a service delivery area that includes Banks, Barrow, Dawson, Forsyth, Hall, Jackson and Lumpkin counties. Last year, the college enrolled 6,850 students, which was a 21% increase over the previous year.
As vice president for economic development, Vandiver has managed Lanier Tech’s customized contract training for more than 2,500 businesses and industries. He coordinated the college’s delivery of training through Quick Start, a TCSG program that has contributed to the creation of more than 30,000 jobs throughout northeast Georgia.  His many achievements also include a collaborative agreement with the Georgia Institute of Technology that established the Ammonia Refrigeration Training Facility on the Oakwood campus in 2001. Each year, the program trains more than 600 U.S. and international students from the ammonia refrigeration industry.
Vandiver helped to open and lead the Center for Innovation in Manufacturing, located on the Oakwood campus, in 2006.  He was also instrumental in the creation of the college’s Manufacturing Development Center, a business incubator in Gainesville, which opened in 2007. Both operations have proven successful in helping the region and the state address the many challenges facing local manufacturing in the highly competitive world marketplace. 


Vandiver has a Master’s in Public Administration from Brenau University, a Specialist in Technical Education from the University of Georgia, and a bachelor’s degree from West Georgia College. 
In 2007, the Georgia Legislature issued a proclamation that declared him to be the “Dean of Vice Presidents of Economic Development” throughout the Technical College System of Georgia.

He has been married to his wife, Laura, for the last 35 years.  They have a son, Josh, and two grandchildren, Jackson and Taylor.
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