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Dr. Craig Wentworth Named President 

of Southwest Georgia Technical College
ATLANTA - Commissioner Ron Jackson has appointed Dr. Craig R. Wentworth to be the new president of Southwest Georgia Technical College (SWGTC) in Thomasville. 

Jackson made the announcement today after his choice of Wentworth was approved by the state board that oversees the Technical College System of Georgia.
Wentworth is currently the vice president for academic affairs at Central Georgia Technical College (CGTC) in Macon.  
He will begin his new position at SWGTC on November 1. Until then, E.J. Harris, who was brought in to serve as the SWGTC interim president, will continue to lead the college. SWGTC has been without a permanent president since June after the previous president, Dr. Glenn Deibert, left to become the executive vice chancellor of Alabama’s two-year college system. 
 “I’m very pleased to announce that Dr. Craig Wentworth will be the next president of Southwest Georgia Technical College,” said Jackson.  “Dr. Wentworth is a career technical educator who’s highly respected throughout the Technical College System of Georgia for his expertise in aligning his college’s certificate, diploma and degree programs with the employment needs of business and industry. His knowledge of workforce development and deep commitment to the successful future of his students are but a few of the many assets that Dr. Wentworth will bring to Southwest Georgia Technical College and the region that it serves.”
Jackson also expressed his appreciation for the work of the local SWGTC president search committee that interviewed a slate of applicants for the job and then included Wentworth in their recommendation to Jackson. “I’m very grateful to Fran Milberg and her fellow members of the search committee for their great effort to help me choose the best candidate with the high level of talent, skills and dedication to be the college’s next president,” said Jackson.  
Milberg, the chair of the SWGTC Board of Directors, was joined on the committee by Bob “Hutch” Hutchinson, the chairman of the SWGTC Foundation; Roy Lilly,Jr., the SWGTC Foundation treasurer; Kha McDonald, a SWGTC Board of Directors member; Jane Shirah, the SWGTC Foundation secretary; and Zach Wheeler, the vice chair of the SWGTC Board of Directors.   
Wentworth stated that he’s looking forward to becoming part of the SWGTC community.  “I’m very excited and honored to be named the new president of Southwest Georgia Technical College. I thank Commissioner Jackson and our state board for their approval and confidence in me. We have a great technical college system and Southwest Georgia Technical College has an excellent reputation. I’m really looking forward to working with the college’s faculty, staff, students and community,” said Wentworth.
SWGTC enrolled 2,752 students in credit programs during fiscal year 2010, which ended on June 30. Many more students took part in the college’s adult education, continuing education and customized workforce training programs.

Wentworth first joined CGTC in 1990 as the director of instruction, and became the college’s vice president for academic affairs in 2003. His current responsibilities include the planning, budgeting, administration and evaluation of more than 190 credit hour programs, and managing 105 fulltime faculty and 275 adjunct instructors. He has a long track record of success in working with local, national and international businesses and industries to develop programs at CGTC that answer those companies hiring needs, including corporate giants like McDonnell-Douglas, Boeing, Southern Company and YKK USA.
The enormous growth of CGTC, which last year enrolled 11,652 students and is the third-largest college in the TCSG, has required Wentworth to oversee, plan and implement 63 new associate degree, diploma, and certificate programs over the recent years.

In 2009, Wentworth’s technical college peers recognized his years of hard work and extensive knowledge of technical education by presenting him with the TCSG Vice President for Academic Affairs Leadership Award.

Prior to coming to CGTC, Wentworth was the dean of academic affairs at Crandall Junior College in Macon.
Wentworth received his doctor of education in occupational studies from the University of Georgia.  He earned his master of science and bachelor of arts degrees from Valdosta State University.
About the TCSG: Enrollment at the 26 TCSG colleges is growing at a record pace, fueled in part by the large number of unemployed and under-employed Georgians who are turning to the colleges to learn new skills. Last year, the TCSG enrolled more than 191,000 students, which was a 22% increase over the year before. 

TCSG colleges offer more than 600 certificate, diploma and degree programs.  The TCSG also manages the state’s adult education and GED® testing programs, as well as the internationally recognized Quick Start workforce training program for business and industry.

For more information about the TCSG, go to www.tcsg.edu
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