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U.S. DOE Awards Six TCSG Colleges Grants Totaling $2.4 Million
ATLANTA - The U.S. Department of Education has announced that six TCSG colleges have been awarded a total of almost $2.4 million in federal grants to improve upon the colleges’ abilities to serve low- and middle-income African-American students.

A total of 23 colleges from throughout the U.S. received $10.8 million in grants from the U.S. DOE Predominately Black Institutions (PBI) program.  The amount given to the six TCSG colleges accounted for 22% of the grant total and was the largest awarded to any one state.

The PBI program supports colleges that have undergraduate enrollment that is at least 40% African-American and at least 50% low-income or first generation college students. The funds may be used for a wide range of projects, including programs that are structured to encourage elementary and secondary school students to pursue a college education, and the development of tutoring, counseling and service programs that will improve academic success. 

In a prepared statement, U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan said, "This program provides valuable resources to ensure that African-American students are successful in college. Schools funded by this program will play a vital role in meeting President Obama's goal for America to once again have the highest college completion rate by the end of the decade."

The amounts received by the six TCSG colleges:

Atlanta Technical College:  

$419,198

DeKalb Technical College:  

$482,613

Columbus Technical College: 

$453,338

Heart of Georgia Technical College: 
$250,000

Central Georgia Technical College: 
$545,397

Sandersville Technical College:

$272,252

“Our colleges put forth a great amount of hard work to receive these funds, but the result was well-worth the effort,” said TCSG Commissioner Ron Jackson.  “We want as many students as possible to realize the value of a college education. These grants will help us to bring more African-American students into our technical college classrooms and labs and, ultimately, help to create a better-educated and more versatile 21st Century workforce for Georgia and our nation.”

Enrollment at the 26 TCSG colleges is growing a record pace, fueled in part by the large number of unemployed and under-employed Georgians who are turning to the colleges to learn new skills. Last year, the TCSG enrolled more than 191,000 students, which was a 22% increase over the year before. 

Almost 42% of TCSG students are African-American.

TCSG colleges offer more than 600 certificate, diploma and degree programs.  The TCSG also manages the state’s adult education and GED® testing programs, as well as the internationally recognized Quick Start workforce training program for business and industry.

For more information about the TCSG, go to www.tcsg.edu
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