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TCSG State Board Approves Decision to Merge 

Heart of Georgia Technical College and Sandersville Technical College

ATLANTA – The state board that oversees the Technical College System of Georgia today endorsed Commissioner Ron Jackson’s decision to begin the process to merge Heart of Georgia Technical College (HGTC) and Sandersville Technical College (STC).

The merger is expected to be completed by July 1, 2011.  

The merger will afford STC and HGTC the opportunity to expand program offerings and services, grow enrollment, and cultivate new relationships in the expanded service delivery area. 

Once the merger is complete, students will see very little change in the daily operations of the campuses. No buildings or facilities will be closed.  There will be no changes to the colleges’ other programs, like adult education, continuing education and customized workforce training.

“I’m working closely with the boards of directors of Heart of Georgia Technical College and Sandersville Technical College to ensure that this merger is in the very best interest of the students and communities served by both of these outstanding institutions,” said Jackson.  “This merger will enable us to make much more efficient use of the education and training resources at both colleges.” 

Jackson added that a successful benchmark has already been set by the earlier mergers of 13 TCSG colleges into six colleges. “As our previous mergers have shown, the end result will be a bigger and fiscally stronger college that provides its students with improved access to a variety of in-demand programs.  It will enhance the kind of training opportunities that lead to great jobs and real careers in today’s highly competitive job market,” said Jackson.

Jackson stated that the name of the new college will be based on input from the boards of directors of both of the colleges, and the colleges’ faculty, staff and community stakeholders. The two boards of directors will also work together to create a single board for the new college. 

“We are pleased to be joining forces with an institution that shares the same student-centered vision, focus on the highest ideals of service to the community, work ethic and business sense,” commented Sandersville Technical College President Lloyd Horadan.

“We are absolutely committed to making this transition as smooth as possible for our students and the employees of both colleges,” continued Horadan. “While both colleges face a number of challenges to complete this merger in nine months’ time while also converting from a quarter to semester academic calendar, our students will still find the same high quality, relevant technical training that will prepare them to enter today’s highly-skilled workforce.”

“HGTC is delighted to be teaming up with Sandersville Technical College.  We look forward to becoming a unified college and increasing program offerings and services, growing enrollment, building a greater workforce development base and cultivating new relationships in our expanded service delivery area,” remarked Heart of Georgia Technical College Interim President Beth Crumpton.

Over the past two years, the TCSG has merged 13 of its colleges into six:

On July 1, 2009, Chattahoochee Technical College, North Metro Technical College and Appalachian Technical College merged to become the new Chattahoochee Technical College; West Central Technical College and West Georgia Technical College became the new West Georgia Technical College; Coosa Valley Technical College and Northwestern Technical College became Georgia Northwestern Technical College; and Southeastern Technical College and Swainsboro Technical College became the new Southeastern Technical College.

On July 1, 2010, Griffin Technical College and Flint River Technical College joined to become Southern Crescent Technical College; and Valdosta Technical College and East Central Technical College became Wiregrass Georgia Technical College.

Enrollment at the 26 TCSG colleges is growing at a record pace, fueled in part by the large number of unemployed and under-employed Georgians who are turning to the colleges to learn new skills. Last year, the TCSG enrolled more than 191,000 students, which was a 22% increase over the year before. 

TCSG colleges offer more than 600 certificate, diploma and degree programs.  The TCSG also manages the state’s adult education and GED® testing programs, as well as the internationally recognized Quick Start workforce training program for business and industry.

For more information about the TCSG, go to www.tcsg.edu
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