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U.S. Assistant Secretary for Vocational and Adult Education to Address 

Georgia’s Adult Education Fall Conference

WHO:             Dr. Brenda Dann-Messier, U.S. Assistant Secretary for Vocational and Adult Education

WHAT:           Georgia Adult Education Fall Conference Opening Luncheon

WHERE:         Atlanta Hyatt Regency Hotel Grand Hall West

WHEN:           Noon, Wednesday, November 3, 2010

ATLANTA – Dr. Brenda Dann-Messier, the United States Assistant Secretary for Vocational and Adult Education, is coming to Atlanta to address Georgia’s Adult Education Fall Conference.  The event is sponsored by the Technical College System of Georgia’s Office of Adult Education.

Dr. Dann-Messier will offer her thoughts on how Georgia and the nation can transform adult education and workforce development through career pathways and improved transition to postsecondary education.

The media is invited to attend.

Dr. Dann-Messier heads the United States Department of Education Office of Vocational and Adult Education (OVAE), where she works closely with U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan and Under Secretary Martha Kanter to support and promote technical and community colleges, adult education, and career and vocational education. The OVAE uses an almost $2 billion annual budget to develop, oversee and administer policies, programs, research and grants that are all designed to improve and enhance national, state and local vocational and adult education programs. 

The TCSG Office of Adult Education sponsors the annual conference to provide professional development for approximately 700 teachers, program administrators, staff and volunteers working in adult education and GED® programs throughout Georgia. Attendees will also include TCSG Commissioner Ron Jackson, members of the state board that oversees the TCSG, and presidents of the 26 TCSG colleges.

The TCSG Office of Adult Education is dedicated to improving lives and communities by focusing on the learning needs of adult students and helping individuals to transition to post-secondary education and into the 21st Century workforce. It’s an important goal, as there are more than one million adults in Georgia who do not possess a high school diploma or GED credential.  

Last year, the TCSG Office of Adult Education served more than 100,000 Georgians. Almost 20,000 of those adult learners improved their lives and job potential by earning their GED diploma.  

According to the U.S. Department of Labor, a person with a high school degree or a GED diploma will earn almost $9,000 more annually than a non-high school graduate. Georgia’s 2009 class of GED graduates saw their combined earnings potential increase by almost $144 million dollars.
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Dr. Brenda Dann-Messier

Background

Dr. Brenda Dann-Messier was nominated by President Obama to be the assistant secretary for vocational and adult education on July 14, 2009. She was confirmed by the United States Senate on October 5, 2009 and began her official duties on October 13, 2009.

 

Prior to coming to the United States Department of Education Dr. Dann-Messier served for a decade as the president of Dorcas Place, a community-based adult education agency based in Providence, Rhode Island. While working to expand educational and career opportunities for low-income, low-literacy adults, Brenda has been commended by the R.I. Department of Education for her commitment to the low-skilled learner. 

Under her leadership, Dorcas Place Adult & Family Learning Center has built its capacity to address the persistent demand for adult education in Rhode Island. Since opening nearly 30 years ago in Providence, Dorcas Place has expanded from helping four single mothers earn the GEDs to serving more than 1,000 adults statewide. Programs include day and evening ABE/ASE/ESOL classes, civics and financial literacy education, and college preparatory, family literacy, workforce education and job training programs linked with employers and industry sectors. The agency also has a statewide Clothing Collaborative program that provides professional attire free of charge to low-income adults.

 

Dorcas Place has created innovative programs to meet the changing needs of the diverse community it serves. In 2008, it opened the Rhode Island Welcome Back Center, one of only seven programs in the nation to help foreign-trained health professionals enter the health care workforce in Rhode Island. Recognizing the need to provide intensive academic and personal support to help low-income adult learners succeed in college, Dorcas Place also recently opened the Developmental Education Institute for reading and math, in collaboration with the Community College of Rhode Island. In 2008, the agency was one of only 10 in the nation to receive a five-year, federal Full Service Community Schools grant to establish school-based family literacy and support services at five inner city elementary schools in Providence. 

Dr. Dann-Messier has been a tireless advocate for low income youth and adults, serving on numerous state and local boards. She was member of the Rhode Island Board of Governors for Higher Education and chaired its Academic and Student Affairs Subcommittee. Brenda has been a frequent presenter at national and international conferences and forums, including the National Commission On Adult Basic Education, Council for Opportunity in Education, National Center for Family Literacy, and the European Access Network.
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