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Annual GED® Awards Luncheon Celebrates Georgia’s Adult Learners

Keynote features internationally-regarded GED graduate and scholar
What: Georgia’s GED Awards Luncheon

When: 12:15 p.m. on Thursday, November 4, 2010

Where: Hyatt Regency Atlanta Grand Hall West

Atlanta – More than 1.1 million Georgians over the age of 25 are without their high school or GED® diploma, and each day they face considerable odds against achieving success. In fact, they’ll earn an average of almost $9,000 less annually than a person with a high school diploma, their chances of going to prison are higher, and their self-esteem is lower.

It doesn’t have to be that way. The state’s General Educational Development (GED) testing program, managed by the Technical College System of Georgia’s Office of Adult Education, provides adults everywhere with the opportunity to demonstrate the skills and knowledge levels that are equivalent to a high school course of study.  A GED diploma can, and will, open doors to exciting new pathways for success.
Last year, almost 20,000 Georgians changed their lives for the better and improved their job opportunities by earning their GED diploma. Some of Georgia’s best GED graduates will be honored by the TCSG Office of Adult Education during its annual GED Awards luncheon on Thursday, November 4, 2010, at the Hyatt Regency Atlanta’s Grand Hall West. 

The luncheon keynote speaker will be Walter L. Smith, Ph.D., a GED graduate who rose to become president emeritus of Florida A & M University. He is well-regarded among all levels of education but has earned international acclaim for his scholarship and work in community college development, expertise he utilized as a Senior Fulbright Scholar in Malawi earlier in his career. Now retired, he founded and directs the Walter L. Smith library to provide a safe, nurturing and educational after-school place for children in his hometown of Tampa, Florida.

An integral part of the OAE’s fall adult education conference, the luncheon brings together adult educators and supporters from throughout Georgia to celebrate the exceptional achievement of the state’s GED diploma recipients and notable service by staff from the statewide GED testing centers. 

The award categories include the GED Student of the Year for Youth Challenge, Exceptional Adult Georgian in Literacy Education (EAGLE) and Golden EAGLE (senior citizen) programs, as well as the GED Award of Exemplary Performance. 
According to TCSG Commissioner Ron Jackson, Georgia’s adult education and GED testing
program is vital to the future prosperity of the state and its citizens. The annual awards luncheon, he says, is a time to celebrate the success of every GED graduate. “Each year, tens of thousands of our fellow Georgians take a bold step toward improving their lives through the attainment of their GED diploma. Now, college is a possibility, they have their sights on a better job, and a brighter future awaits them, their families and their communities,” said Jackson.
The luncheon schedule is as follows:

GED® Awards Luncheon
Thursday, November 4th, 2010 at 12:15 p.m.
Hyatt Regency Atlanta, Grand Hall West

265 Peachtree Street NE

Atlanta, GA  30303
Welcome.......................................................................................Reverend Tim Millwood, Associational Missionary and Director of 

                                                                                                                                               Missions, Rehoboth Baptist Association

Greetings………………….…….. Josephine Reed-Taylor, Ed.D, Deputy Commissioner, Technical College System of Georgia and
                                                                                                                      Mary P. Flanders, TCSG State Board Member
Invocation.......................................................................................Roger Byrd, GED Examiner, Heart of Georgia Technical College
LUNCH

Introduction of Keynote Speaker.........................................................................Kim Lee, Director, Georgia GED® Testing Program
Keynote Address......................................................................Walter L. Smith, Ph.D., President Emeritus, Florida A & M University 
                                                                                                                                  and Founder, Walter Smith Library, Tampa, Fl.
Proclamation………………………………………………………………..……..…Ernest W. Cloud, Jr., Councilman, City of Cairo, Ga.
GED Awards

Presentation of Awards..............................................................................................TCSG Commissioner Ron Jackson, Kim Lee,
                                                                                                                                            Josephine Reed-Taylor and Walter Smith
GED Chief Examiner of the Year
EAGLE GED Student of the Year

Youth Challenge GED Students of the Year

Golden EAGLE GED Student of the Year

GED Award of Exemplary Performance

GED Graduate Outstanding Achievement

Announcements..................................Barbara Melichar, Ed.D, Director of Adult Education, North Georgia Technical College     

                                                                                                                                      and Program Administrator, SDA 04
Final Remarks……………………………………………………………………………………..TCSG Commissioner Ron Jackson
GED® and the GED Testing Service® are registered trademarks of the American Council on Education® and may not be used or reproduced without the express written permission of the American Council on Education.
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