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Georgia’s Annual GED® Awards Luncheon Recognizes 
Achievements of State’s Adult Learners

Atlanta – Some of Georgia’s best, brightest - and even the oldest - GED diploma recipients, as well as the educators and staff who helped them to achieve their goals, were honored today during Georgia’s annual GED Awards Luncheon.

The event, sponsored by the Technical College System of Georgia’s Office of Adult Education, was held during the Georgia Adult Education Fall Conference at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Atlanta.  Almost 700 conference attendees gathered to celebrate of the exceptional achievement of the GED recipients and honor the outstanding service provided by the staff of the local GED testing centers.
TCSG Commissioner Ron Jackson told the crowd that everyone who obtains their GED diploma, including the 19,696 Georgians who received their GED credentials last year, is a success story who has earned respect and admiration for their achievement.  
“Each adult learner has his or her own unique story to tell of the decisions that they made that interfered with their education and then how they overcame life’s roadblocks to work toward and eventually obtain their GED diploma,” said Jackson.  “We both admire and thank our GED graduates for their courage and perseverance. They are outstanding role models for the million-plus adults in Georgia who never graduated from high school and still need to make the right decision and earn their GED diploma.”

There are more than 1.1 million Georgians over the age of 25 who are without their high school or GED diploma. They face considerable odds against achieving success, including earning almost $9,000 less annually than a person with a high school diploma. Statistics also show that their chances of going to prison are higher, and their self-esteem is lower.  Achieving a GED diploma, on the other hand, opens doors of opportunity, including entry into higher education and greatly improved prospects of a better job.
This year’s award categories include recognition of the GED student of the year for Youth Challenge, students of the year in the Exceptional Adult Georgian in Literacy Education (EAGLE) and Golden EAGLE (senior citizen) programs, as well as the GED Award of Exemplary Performance. 
This year’s winners are: 

GED Graduate Outstanding Achievement Award

Laura Bailey 
Wiregrass Georgia Technical College
Adult Education Program Administrator:  Alvin Payton

GED Chief Examiner:  Katrina Royal
EAGLE GED Student of the Year 

 Neerma Williams

Southern Crescent Technical College

Adult Education Program Administrator:  Len Moore

Nominating Instructor:  Joe Grubbs

Golden EAGLE GED Student of the Year 
Mary Walker

Augusta Technical College

Adult Education Program Administrator:  Stefanie Bowie

GED Chief Examiner:  Itina McCuller

Youth Challenge GED Students of the Year 
Youth Challenge Cadet Leyna Kathryn Lanning

Savannah Technical College

Adult Education Program Administrator:  Charita Boles

Nominating Instructor:  Nelida S. Diaz-Sinclair

Youth Challenge Cadet Cleveland E. McCollough

Augusta Technical College
Adult Education Program Administrator:  Stefanie Bowie

Nominating Instructor:  Colonel Janet A. Zimmerman
GED Award of Exemplary Performance 
Mr. James Arthur Sapp Jr.

Gwinnett Technical College

Adult Education Program Administrator:  Alberto Leyva

GED Chief Examiner:  Justine Lynch

Ms. Rachel L. Shirley

Athens Technical College

Adult Education Program Administrator:   Janie Rogers

GED Chief Examiner:  Carol Harrison

Last year, the Technical College System of Georgia’s Office of Adult Education enrolled more than 95,000 students in adult education programs. The 19,696 adult education students who earned their GED diploma last year increased their combined earning potential by almost $144 million dollars.   
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