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Beverly E. Smith Appointed as the TCSG 
Assistant Commissioner for Adult Education
ATLANTA – Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) Commissioner Ron Jackson has named Beverly E. Smith to be the system’s assistant commissioner over the state’s adult education programs.
“I’m very pleased to announce the appointment of Beverly E. Smith as our new assistant commissioner for adult education,” said Jackson.  “She brings a vast array of valuable experience to the job as a former educator, corporate manager, consultant, trainer and, most recently, as the executive director responsible for the stewardship of the TCSG college foundations and their fundraising efforts.”
Smith will head the TCSG Office of Adult Education (OAE) that delivered adult literacy programs to 92,000 Georgians last year and administers the statewide GED® Testing Program which produced almost 20,000 graduates in 2009. 
Despite that good progress, enormous challenges remain. There are more than 1.3 million adult Georgians who have yet to earn a high school diploma or a GED credential.
“Beverly is keenly aware of the vital importance that Georgia’s adult education programs have in changing lives, improving communities, and building the kind of workforce that continues to attract more business and industry to our state,” said Jackson. “I know that she will devote her many talents, including her strong passion for improving lives through the gift of learning, to leading the staff and volunteers of the TCSG Office of Adult Education as they work to open the doors of opportunity and create a better future for every Georgian.”
For Smith, this is a perfect alignment of job and civic duty. "It’s a rare opportunity when one’s passion for community service can be matched with their career choice, and the chance for me to lead Georgia’s adult education team provides that match,” said Smith. “I’m excited to serve the people of Georgia and to lead an area that has such a significant impact on our state’s future prosperity by making the power of learning available to every Georgian."
The OAE utilizes a statewide service delivery network of 25 technical colleges, five local school districts, one college from the Board of Regents and six community based organizations to provide learning opportunities in Adult Basic Education, Adult Secondary Education and GED preparation.  
The OAE also oversees the 45 GED Testing Centers throughout the state and manages the statewide English as a Second Language and Civics Education programs. 
Smith has been the TCSG executive director of stewardship and development since 2006; she and her staff provided professional development support for the trustees of 26 technical college foundations as well as the colleges’ local boards of directors. She was also the executive director of the system’s fundraising arm, the TCSG Foundation, Inc. 
As a corporate manager, Smith spent 18 years with AT&T and Southern Bell and has experience in the areas of strategic planning, organizational effectiveness, training, operations redesign and restructure, financial management and human resources. As an AT&T district manager, she managed four technical training centers in the corporation’s central and southern regions that served 7,200 systems technicians and managers in a 24-state area. 
Earlier in her career, Smith was a college administrator at both Kent State University in Ohio and at Georgia State University. She also served as an Upward Bound program director and taught high school in Ohio.
Smith has a master of education in college student personnel administration from Kent State University and a bachelor of science in education from Bowling Green State University.

Active in public service, Smith is the national secretary for Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and served as the organization’s executive director from 1988 to 1990.
She is also the current chair of the Cobb County Board of Elections & Registration. She was the co-chair for Leadership Cobb and has served on the board of directors for Chattahoochee Technical College and the Alumni Board of Trustees for Bowling Green State University, where she chaired its strategic planning committee. She has also served on the boards of the Cobb County United Way and Girls Incorporated, holding committee chair positions on both boards. 
Smith is the recipient of many honors and awards including being recognized as a Northwest Georgia YWCA Woman of Achievement and listed in the Who’s Who Among African Americans and Who’s Who in the Southeast. In 2006, she was named a “History Maker” by The HistoryMakers (thehistorymakers.com), a national African-American historical directory.
Smith and her husband, Stephen, have been married for 39 years. They have two married children, son Brian (Rashan Ali) Smith, and daughter Stacy (Jason) Frazier, and four grandchildren.
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