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TCSG State Board Installs J. Paul Holmes Jr. of Monticello as Chairman
Dr. Lynn M. Cornett of Sandy Springs is new vice chairman 

Atlanta – The State Board of Technical College System of Georgia has a new chairman. 

J. Paul Holmes Jr. officially received the TCSG chairman’s gavel from the former chair, Dean Alford of Conyers, on August 4 during the board’s first meeting of the new fiscal year. Alford will continue serving as an at-large member on the 22-person board.

Dr. Lynn M. Cornett of Sandy Springs is the board’s new vice-chairman.

“I’m deeply honored that my fellow members of the State Board of the Technical College System of Georgia have chosen me to be their chairman,” said Holmes.  “I have the pleasure of serving with board members who are thoroughly committed to ensuring that Georgians have easy and affordable access to the some of the finest technical education, adult education, and workforce training programs in the nation.  We’ll continue to work with Commissioner Ron Jackson, his staff and the college presidents in order to build upon the system’s excellent reputation for developing and graduating the kind of highly skilled, 21st Century workforce that Georgia businesses and industries need to stay competitive in today’s global economy.”
The TCSG State Board elects their leadership to two-year terms that coincide with the state fiscal years, which begin on July 1.    

The members of the State Board of the Technical College System of Georgia are appointed by the Governor to oversee the standards, regulations and policies for the operation of the state’s 25 technical colleges.  They also provide guidance for the TCSG Office of Adult Education, which provides Georgia’s literacy and GED services, and Quick Start, which is the state’s workforce training program.

Holmes was appointed to the TCSG board by Governor Sonny Perdue in January 2008 as an at-large member.  He is one of the founders of Life of the South Insurance Company and presently a director of Securitas Financial Services.

Dr. Cornett was appointed by Governor Perdue in 2009 as an at-large member. She is a retired vice president of the Southern Regional Education Board, a nonprofit organization that works with 16 member states to improve public pre-K-12 and higher education.

Last year, more than 191,000 students enrolled at the TCSG colleges and took classes in 600 degree, diploma and certificate programs. Georgia’s technical colleges offer a wide range of career fields including specialized, hands-on education in professions like healthcare, aerospace, life sciences, energy and the environment, and agribusiness.

The TCSG also served another 90,000 students last year through its Office of Adult Education and almost 20,000 of those adult learners were able to earn their GED diplomas.

The TCSG’s Quick Start program plays an important role in the state’s economic development through the delivery of strategic solutions for workforce training.  In 2010, Quick Start delivered training to more than 98,000 employees working for new and existing businesses in Georgia.

About TCSG State Board Chairman J. Paul Holmes, Jr.: 

Governor Sonny Perdue appointed Holmes in January 2008 as an at-large representative to the State Board of the Technical College System of Georgia.  He served as the board‘s vice chairman from 2009 to 2011 and is a member of the board’s Executive Committee.  He has also chaired the External Affairs and Economic Development Committee and served on the Facilities and Real Estate Committee.

Holmes is a 1963 graduate of the University of Georgia where he received a BBA degree.  He lettered three years as a tackle on the football team and was voted the Bulldogs’ Most Valuable Lineman his senior year.

He was one of the founders of Life of the South Insurance Company.  Following the sale of that company, he joined his son, John, and Frank Sutton, Jr. as a director of their company, Securitas Financial Services.

He served as the 2006 chair of the Georgia Chamber of Commerce, which is Georgia’s largest and most influential pro-business organization.  He is currently on the Chamber’s board of directors.

Holmes has been involved in many state and local organizations, including membership in the first Leadership Georgia class in 1972. He is a former Jasper County commissioner and past chairman of the Jasper County Economic Development Authority.  He has served on boards of Griffin Technical College and Georgia College & State University, is a former board member of Georgia Bankers Association, and currently serves on Board of McIntosh Bancshares, Inc. He’s also the recipient of the Outstanding Alumnus Award from Terry Business College at the University of Georgia.

About TCSG State Board Vice Chairman Dr. Lynn M. Cornett:

In 2009, Governor Sonny Perdue appointed Dr. Cornett to serve as an at-large representative to the State Board of the Technical College System of Georgia.  She currently serves on the Academic Affairs, Adult Education and Education Liaison committees.

Dr. Cornett retired as senior vice president from the Southern Regional Education Board (SREB) after 26 years of service.  She previously served as the SREB’s vice president for state services. She’s currently involved with the Achievement Awards for College Scientists (ARCS) program and the American Cancer Society’s Reach for Recovery program.  

Dr. Cornett earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of Tulsa, a master’s degree from the University of South Florida, and a doctoral degree in education from the University of Rochester. 
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