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On October 1, DeKalb Tech Rebrands for the Future as 
Georgia Piedmont Technical College
Today's Georgia Piedmont Technical College serves students from nine centers of learning located in four counties just east of Atlanta – and right in the heart of the Georgia Piedmont. It's a service area that has changed dramatically in recent years. Not only has the college's initial home county – DeKalb – grown dramatically; GPTC now also serves students and businesses in Rockdale, Morgan and Newton counties.

"Our service area now encompasses nearly 10 percent of Georgia's population," explains Georgia Piedmont Technical College Acting President Larry Teems.

The college founded 50 years ago as DeKalb Area Vocational School is now a regional technical college, a vibrant part of a statewide system of colleges focused on educating and training a world-class workforce.

"We'd been contemplating a name change for some time, but wanted the process to involve all of our constituencies – students, alumni, faculty and staff, board members, our business partners and community and civic leaders," explains Teems. "We wanted broad involvement that would result in a name that would embrace and unite all the communities we serve."

Months of research, stakeholder interviews, survey panels, online testing and polling culminated in a new name being presented to and approved by the state board of the Technical College System of Georgia this April. The result? DeKalb Technical College will usher in its second 50 years as Georgia Piedmont Technical College.

"Georgia Piedmont Technical College represents all that we are and aspire to be. Using Georgia in our name gives us instant identity within our great state. 'Piedmont' reflects our geographic location within the state," says Teems. "If you look at a map of Georgia's different regions, you'll see that our service delivery area is directly in the middle of the Georgia Piedmont. 'Technical College,' of course, identifies us as one in a network of 26 colleges within the Technical College System of Georgia."

Community leaders have applauded the choice. "They don't just serve DeKalb County, they serve multiple counties within a region, and changing the name to reflect the region they actually serve is a step in the right direction," notes Glenn Sears, with the Rockdale Economic Development Council.

College Board member Ellen Warren is a Morgan County commissioner. "DTC has become a very important part of this county given our economic situation. To change the name to Georgia Piedmont gives us in Morgan County ownership. It says that we are all part of this group, this regional technical college."

While the name has been public for months now, the logo and visual branding that will be such an important part of the new mantle will be introduced and put into use this fall, when the college will host several community-wide events to mark its 50th anniversary and introduce an even more promising future.
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