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Georgia Technical College Foundation Association Announces Volunteers and Benefactors of the Year 
Savannah – Three individuals and a company have been honored as the Georgia Technical College Foundation Association’s (TCFA) most outstanding volunteers and benefactors for 2011. They were recognized during the association’s annual awards dinner, which was held at the Hyatt Regency in Savannah on November 1. 

The TCFA Volunteer of the Year and Benefactor of the Year awards recognize outstanding contributions that individuals and corporations have made on behalf of their Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) colleges.  The winners embody the best ideals of philanthropy, leadership and volunteerism through their dedicated service to their technical college. 
This year’s Volunteer of the Year winners were Sean Murphy, who was nominated by the Gwinnett Technical College Foundation, and L. C. “Shot” Strange, who was nominated by the Southeastern Technical College Foundation.  

The winners of the 2011 Benefactor of the Year award were Clarence Smith, who was nominated by the Moultrie Technical College Foundation, and Newnan Hospital, Inc., which was nominated by the West Georgia Technical College Foundation.  

Each of the winners received a commemorative Frabel glass sculpture.

TCFA Volunteers of the Year

Sean Murphy has served on the Gwinnett Technical College Foundation board since 2003. Most recently, he served as a campaign leader for the college’s Legacy of Lives campaign, which rallied area business, healthcare and civic leaders to support the education and training of healthcare professionals for the region. The cornerstone of the campaign, Gwinnett Tech’s new Life Sciences Center, opened its doors to students in August. Over the years, Murphy has generously donated his time and company resources to the college, including his investment of $50,000 to the Legacy of Lives campaign. His advocacy has inspired and enabled others to become involved with Gwinnett Technical College and help to build a brighter future for technical education.

L.C. “Shot” Strange has donated time and personal resources to support Southeastern Technical College, including serving as the host of a highly successful annual BBQ fundraiser.  When Swainsboro Technical College merged with Southeastern Tech in 2009, Strange invested his time and personal resources to help solidify the bond for all constituencies of the combined college, which helped the colleges and communities weather the uncertainty of a merger. His wife, Jean, was also a foundation trustee and major supporter of the college. Jean Strange passed away in December 2009, and this year’s Volunteer of the Year award both honors “Shot” Strange and pays tribute to the dedicated work and outstanding contributions that his late wife made to the college.

The other nominees for the 2011 TCFA Volunteer of the Year award were: Ken Hudson, nominated by the Atlanta Technical College Foundation; Ruth Jones, nominated by the South Georgia Technical College Foundation; and Jim Mottola, nominated by the West Georgia Technical College Foundation.

TCFA Benefactors of the Year

Clarence Smith has been a pillar of the Tifton community for over 35 years and is the single largest donor in the history of the Moultrie Technical College Foundation. In 2007, he donated a 107-acre tract of land to the college that was valued at $700,000. The land provides an on-going source of money to the foundation, annually producing timber and pine straw for harvest and sale. Students use the land to learn, too, as the tract has also become part of the college’s new Wildlife Management Program.

Newnan Hospital, Inc., has been a stellar corporate supporter of the West Georgia Technical College Foundation. Recently, the company made a $1 million investment in the college’s healthcare education program that will be utilized at the college’s new campus currently under construction in Coweta County. The gift propels the campus project toward completion and demonstrates the company’s awareness of the college’s excellent record of providing highly-skilled workers for the healthcare industry. Newnan Hospital’s gift is generous and useful in its own right, but the value in setting the pace and encouraging others to make similar investments is equally as important.

All of the nominees for the TCFA Benefactor of the Year award are individuals and companies that view their donations as investments in their local workforce and the future of their communities. In addition to Smith and Newnan Hospital, Inc., this year’s nominees were: Morris Jones and Brandon Jones, nominated by the Atlanta Technical College Foundation; Automated Data Processing (ADP), Inc., nominated by the Augusta Technical College Foundation; Mohawk Industries and Shaw Industries, nominated by the Georgia Northwestern Technical College Foundation; Jeff Smith, nominated by the Middle Georgia Technical College Foundation; and Mae Jones, nominated by the Southeastern Technical College Foundation.

About the TCSG

The 25 TCSG colleges offer more than 600 certificate, diploma and degree programs. The TCSG also manages the state’s adult education and GED® testing programs, as well as the internationally recognized Quick Start workforce training program for business and industry.

Enrollment at the TCSG colleges is growing at a record pace, fueled in part by the large number of unemployed and under-employed Georgians who are turning to the colleges to learn additional skills and discover new careers. Last year, the TCSG enrolled more than 191,000 students. 
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