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TCSG State Board Approves Plan to Increase College Completion

TCSG-USG collaboration addresses learning support, articulation, graduation rates and more
ATLANTA - The State Board of the Technical College System of Georgia voted today to unanimously approve the Georgia’s Higher Education Completion Plan, a joint project of the TCSG and University System of Georgia (USG) resulting from Governor Nathan Deal’s Complete College Georgia initiative that aims to increase the state’s college completion rate.

Approval of the plan by the TCSG State Board, along with an endorsement of the plan earlier this month by the Board of Regents, sets in motion a collaborative effort between the TCSG and USG to build and reinforce seamless education pathways that the 60 colleges and universities in the two systems will use to attract, retain and graduate more students.

In August, Governor Deal announced that Georgia was one of ten states to receive $1 million in funding for the project through Complete College America, a national organization that works with states to produce more college graduates. At that time, he noted that Georgia must become more competitive by using the all of the state’s education assets to develop winning strategies that will increase college completion rates. 

 Projections indicate that by 2020 at least 60 percent of Georgia’s jobs will require a college education, whether it’s a certificate, associate’s degree or bachelor’s degree. Today, only 42% of the state’s young adults possess those kinds of credentials. To reach the goal of 60 percent in eight years, Georgia must produce almost 248,000 additional college graduates.

“Georgia must have a fully seamless system of higher education in order to reach our goal of a better-educated and college-trained workforce. Every Georgia student deserves the opportunity to graduate on-time and with the credentials that employers want and the student needs to succeed in his or her life and career,” said TCSG 
Commissioner Ron Jackson. “We know that there’s still much work to be done, yet we also know that this plan is an enormous step in the right direction. I thank Governor Deal and Chancellor Huckaby for their support of this important collaboration and their unwavering commitment to improving Georgia’s college graduation rate.”

Georgia’s Higher Education Plan lays out the joint effort between the TCSG and the USG that will 1) create new forms of collaboration and accountability among organizations responsible for or reliant on higher education, 2) continue work with the Georgia Department of Education to increase the number of college-ready students graduating from high school, and 3) reevaluate and envision anew the performance of completion-related aspects of higher education.

A new articulation agreement between the TCSG and University System of Georgia is an important component of the plan. The agreement, which is set become effective in January 2012, will help shorten the time to a college degree by:

· Providing definitions of Associate level degrees and general Technical College System and University System responsibility for these types of program offerings

· Establishing conditions for consideration of proposed expansion of Associate level program offerings by each system

· Sets up processes for review of additional general education courses for guaranteed transfer between the two systems

· Establishes a joint oversight coordinating council with representatives from both systems to ensure sustainability of the articulation agreement 

Other key areas that will be addressed include working with Georgia K-12 to see that high school graduates are college-ready. Efforts already underway on some campuses to restructure college remediation programs to better assist students who need learning support in order for them to advance through college and graduate on time.

“We can’t simply set our sights on Georgia having the best, most well-educated workforce in the nation.  In order to stay competitive and for our citizens to prosper, we must have the best, most knowledgeable workforce in the world,” said TCSG State Board Chairman Paul Holmes. “The plan that we unanimously approved today is a milestone toward that goal. It’s a huge step toward a seamless system of higher education in Georgia where more college students can graduate on schedule and then realize their full potential in tomorrow’s highly-competitive job market.”

A copy of the report Complete College Georgia: Georgia’s Higher Education Completion Plan 2012 is available online at http://www.tcsg.edu/download/GaHigherEducationPlan2012.pdf
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