
Embry-Riddle and the Technical College System of Georgia sign articulation agreement that will advance Georgia’s aviation and aerospace manufacturing and services economy
Media is invited to the official agreement signing ceremony at the Georgia Northwestern Technical College Aviation Training Center at the Richard B. Russell Airport in Rome, Georgia at 11 a.m. on February 29, 2012.

Atlanta, GA, Feb. 27, 2012 – A new agreement between the Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) and Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University – Worldwide (ERAU-W) will enable students who graduate with an Associate of Science or Associate of Applied Science degree from a TCSG college to transfer their credits toward a four-year degree from one of the nation’s oldest and largest universities specializing in the science, practice and business of aviation and aerospace.

“Embry Riddle Aeronautical University – Worldwide is widely recognized as having one of the very best programs for aviation and aerospace in the nation.  With this new agreement, students who earn an Associate of Science or Associate of Applied Science degree from any of our 25 TCSG colleges can continue their education and follow their dream of an exciting and rewarding career in the aviation and aerospace industry,” said TCSG Commissioner Ron Jackson.

Georgia is currently fifth in the nation for aerospace industry growth and production. According to the Georgia Center for Innovation, aerospace jobs have an average annual salary of $61,300, which is 43% higher than the state average. As Georgia becomes more competitive for industry jobs such as aerospace manufacturing, air transportation, and aircraft maintenance, repair and overhaul, the partnership of Embry-Riddle and the Technical College System of Georgia will offer students a broad range of job training and career opportunities in this sector. Several Georgia aerospace businesses are forecasting substantial expansion programs through 2011. This partnership will improve accessibility by connecting the industry to Georgia’s resources.      

Embry-Riddle’s position as the world’s leading institution of higher education focused on aviation and aerospace shows the State of Georgia’s commitment to partnering with key organizations to maintain its strong position in the industry. With the newly minted agreement between ERAU-W and TCSG, high school students, current college students, as well as working adults, will find these careers more accessible. 

“Georgia plays an integral role in the U.S aviation and aerospace economy. Partnering with a thriving education system like the Technical College System of Georgia to train the future professionals in aviation and aerospace will help solidify Georgia’s position as a leader for tomorrow’s manufacturers and technical services firms,” stated Dr. John Watret, Executive Vice President and Chief Academic Officer, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University – Worldwide. 

XXX

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, the world's largest, fully accredited university specializing in aviation and aerospace, is a nonprofit, independent institution offering more than 40 baccalaureate, master’s, and Ph.D. degree programs in its colleges of Arts and Sciences, Aviation, Business, and Engineering. Embry-Riddle educates students at residential campuses in Daytona Beach, Fla., and Prescott, Ariz., and through the Worldwide Campus with more than 150 locations in the United States, Europe, Asia, Canada, and the Middle East. The university is a major research center, seeking solutions to real-world problems in partnership with the aerospace industry, other universities, and government agencies. For more information, visit www.embryriddle.edu.

The Technical College System of Georgia consists of 25 colleges offering certificate, diploma and two-year degree programs. Enrollment in the TCSG has grown at a record pace in recent years with students of all ages taking advantage of hands-on learning with state-of-the-art equipment to train for in-demand jobs and great careers. In 2011 alone, the TCSG delivered 4.7 million credit hours of instruction to more than 191,000 students. The TCSG is online, too, serving 85,000 students through the system’s Georgia Virtual Technical College.
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For directions to the Georgia Northwestern Technical College Aviation Center call Amber Jordan, GNTC director of marketing and public relations, at 706-295-6768


