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TCSG Begins Partnerships with China Colleges, Manufacturer

Atlanta - The Technical College System of Georgia recently entered into agreements that set the stage for the creation of three new education partnerships with two Chinese colleges and the education subsidiary of one of China’s major cell phone manufacturers. 

The letters of agreement were initiated by the TCSG International Center, which provides contractual assistance to other countries for the development and implementation of technical education and workforce development programs.

TCSG Commissioner Ron Jackson signed the agreements with the Chinese colleges during a ceremony on the campus of Atlanta Technical College on June 20, 2013.  Jackson was joined by Dr. Cao Yong’an, the president of Qiqihar Institute of Engineering in Qiqihar, Heilongjiang Province, and Dr. Sun Aiwu, the president of Nanjing Institute of Industry Technology in Nanjing, the capital of Jiangsu Province.  Both agreements initiate the development of student and faculty exchange programs and other mutually beneficial projects involving the colleges and TCSG. 

The college presidents were in Atlanta and visiting Georgia as part of a seven-member vocational education leadership training delegation from China that was hosted by Atlanta Technical College. 

On June 28, Jackson met with Li Xin, the CEO of Meng Fang International Education & Technology Co. in Beijing, at the TCSG Atlanta office to sign an agreement that sets in motion a program that will prepare Chinese students for entry into degree programs at TCSG colleges.  Meng Fang is the education subsidiary of K-Touch, a Chinese cell phone manufacturer that is using mobile technology to deliver English as a Second Language and other educational programs throughout China. 

Part of the collaboration with Meng Fang includes the use of technology that will allow students at the TCSG colleges to work part-time as conversational English coaches and e-buddies with Chinese students who want to study in Georgia.

Jackson said that the new China partnerships are part of a strategy to connect the TCSG globally and strengthen the reputation of Georgia’s 24 technical colleges as world leaders in technical education.  

“The TCSG is developing strong partnerships with other countries that want to share in our education best practices and learn from the outstanding faculty and staff at our colleges.  We’re seeking more international agreements and alliances that expand the horizons of the TCSG colleges, including opening opportunities for our students to gain insight into how education, business and industry interact in the global marketplace,” stated Jackson.

The TCSG is currently working in partnership with King Faisal University to expand workforce training in Saudi Arabia.  The TCSG International Center is also exploring additional education partnerships in China, Southeast Asia, India, Africa, Europe and the Middle East. 
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