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Annual GED® Awards Honor Georgia’s Adult Learners

Atlanta – Today, more than 1.2 million Georgians over the age of 25 are without their high school or GED diploma. As a result, many face considerable odds against achieving personal success, including the ability to qualify for a good-paying job. 

It doesn’t have to be that way. Last year, almost 17,000 Georgians changed their lives for the better and improved their job potential by earning their GED diploma. In doing so, they took an important step toward new opportunities and greater accomplishments. 

Every GED diploma recipient is a success story, and each year the Technical College System of Georgia’s Office of Adult Education honors the achievements of some the past year’s more notable GED graduates. This year’s GED awards were presented during the Office of Adult Education’s Fall Conference at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Atlanta on October 3, 2013.

TCSG Commissioner Ron Jackson told the luncheon audience of 500 adult education professionals and supporters that the accomplishments of the GED graduates and dedicated work of Georgia’s GED testing centers combines to send an important message. It tells others, he said, that educational achievement can come any time and at any age. 

“The GED graduates that we honor today are leading the way for adults from similar backgrounds and circumstances who need to know that it’s possible to overcome life’s obstacles, no matter how young or old they are. Our GED graduates of the year are outstanding role models and proof that earning a GED diploma is an accomplishment that can open the doors to even greater opportunity,” said Jackson.

Awards were also presented for the GED Chief Examiner™ of the year and to the locations with the highest increase in the number of test-takers among the state’s 58 GED testing centers.

Jackson praised the efforts of Georgia’s adult education professionals like Justine Lynch, the GED Chief Examiner of the Year from Gwinnett Technical College. “I congratulate Justine Lynch for being named the GED Chief Examiner of the Year for 2013 and thank her for the exceptional job she does while assisting our fellow citizens who desire to obtain their GED credential. We’re all grateful that 
Georgia’s GED testing centers are staffed by dedicated people like Justine who believe so deeply in their work and are committed to helping people improve their lives through education,” said Jackson.

The 2013 GED Award winners are:

2013 GED Graduate Awards

Job Corps GED Graduate of the Year

Quantraus Williams

Altamaha Technical College - Golden Isles and the Brunswick Job Corp Center

Williams is a model student and leader who others in the Job Corps program often seek for advice. According to his instructors, he tells his fellow students that nothing is for free and that hard work, dedication and motivation are the key to a future of their choosing.

Golden GED Graduates of the Year

Carmel Ruth McIntyre

Central Georgia Technical College

McIntyre was 67 years young when she earned her GED diploma in November 2012. Macon’s WMAZ-TV reported on her achievement and goal to enroll as a nursing student: http://www.13wmaz.com/news/local/article/247781/153/68-Year-Old-Earns-GED-Pursuing-Nursing-Career
Cora Lee Strickland

Chattahoochee Technical College - Appalachian Campus

Strickland was also 67 years young when she earned her GED diploma in December 2012. 

Highest Overall GED Test Score Award

Connie Denise Sewell

South Georgia Technical College

Sewell tested at South Georgia Technical College and earned an overall score of 786 out of a possible 800 with perfect scores on the Science, Reading, Writing and Math tests.

GED Graduate Outstanding Achievement Award

Marielos Bond

Lanier Technical College

Bond started as student in the English as a Second Language (ESL) program at Lanier Technical College. She earned her GED diploma in June 2002 then achieved her American citizenship. She has since earned a certificate of ecclesial ministry and associate and bachelor’s degrees in psychology. She has completed all of her educational goals while serving as the primary caregiver for her two children and also caring her mother-in-law with Alzheimer’s, attending to her father-in-law who is partially paralyzed from a stroke, and helping her husband who has been diagnosed with dementia. She now works for Lanier Technical College as an assistant in their ESL and GED department. She is also active within her church community, which includes coordinating the Hispanic Ministry at her parish.  

2013 GED Testing Center Awards

GED Chief Examiner of the Year

Justine Lynch

Gwinnett Technical College

The testing center administered by Lynch was one of the first in the nation to offer the GED test on computer. As a result, GED program staff from throughout Georgia and administrators from neighboring states visited Gwinnett Technical College to learn from her about the implementation and operation of computer-based GED testing. Today, her center leads the nation in the number of computer-based GED tests that have been delivered. Lynch also advises and participates in new trials for GED testing, such as usability studies and the piloting of computer-based testing in Georgia’s correctional facilities.  

Largest Percentage Growth in GED Test-Takers, 2012-2013

Atlanta Fulton Public Library

Rick Wright, GED Chief Examiner

The Atlanta Fulton Public Library increased the number of GED test-takers by 70 percent.

Gwinnett Technical College

Justine Lynch, GED Chief Examiner and Pearson VUE Test Administrator

Gwinnett Technical College increased the number of GED test-takers by 7 percent.

South Georgia Technical College

Connie Wise, GED Chief Examiner and Pearson VUE Test Administrator

South Georgia Technical College increased the number of GED test-takers by 2 percent.
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