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Georgia Technical College Foundation Association 
Announces its Volunteers and Benefactors of the Year 
Savannah – The Technical College Foundation Association of Georgia (TCFA) recently honored three Georgians as their 2013 volunteers and benefactor of the year. All were recognized during the association’s annual awards dinner, which was held at the Hyatt Regency in Savannah on November 5, 2013. 

This year’s awards recognized three individuals for the generous contributions of time, talent and monetary support that they have given to their Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) college.
“As a group, the members of the foundation boards at Georgia’s 24 technical colleges embody the very best ideals of philanthropy, leadership and volunteerism through their dedicated service to their local colleges,” said TCFA President Bob Hutchison. “Each year, we ask our foundations to help us honor those special people among us who quietly go about their work but deserve to be recognized for their contributions to their colleges and what they’ve done to improve the education and lives of students.” 
This year, the TCFA membership chose to recognize two individuals as their 2013 Volunteers of the Year: Gary Johnson, a Statesboro banker who was nominated by his fellow members on the Ogeechee Technical College Foundation, and the late Otis D. Blake, Jr., who was nominated by the Southern Crescent Technical College Foundation. Members of Mr. Blake’s family were present to accept the award.   

The recipient of the TCFA 2013 Benefactor of the Year award was Harold Mays, a retired Augusta businessman, who was nominated by the Augusta Technical College Foundation.  
“We’re grateful to these outstanding friends and their families who care very strongly about technical education and contribute so much of their time, money and effort to their TCSG college.  Their work has made a huge difference in the lives and careers of so many students,” said TCSG Commissioner Ron Jackson.  
Each of the winners received a commemorative Fräbel glass sculpture, the “Flame of Excellence.”
TCFA 2013 Volunteer of the Year

Gary Johnson

Gary Johnson’s dedication to the Ogeechee Technical College and its foundation is reflected in his long history of activism, leadership and support in his community.  Wherever his influence as a volunteer is felt – including the local Rotary, Red Cross, Cancer Society, and Chamber of Commerce - there’s a conscious effort on his part to see how Ogeechee Technical College and its foundation can also benefit.  
Johnson has shown that he’s always anxious to help Ogeechee Technical College whenever possible, and no task is too large or small for him to be on board and ready to work. He has opened up his home on numerous occasions to support the college and even stepped back into the role of president of the foundation board when the position was vacated due to the health issues of another member. He has never hesitated to help and lead when a duty for the college calls, and always does so in a quiet and humble manner. 
TCFA 2013 Volunteer of the Year

The late Otis D. Blake, Jr.

Otis D. Blake, Jr., consistently provided remarkable volunteer service to Southern Crescent Technical College (SCTC) through his involvement, generous gifts, and dedicated service on the college foundation’s Board of Trustees.  
The college lost a remarkable and much-loved friend on August 4, 2013, when he died after sustaining injuries in a fall.  

Blake was a charter member of the Griffin Technical College (GTC) Foundation and served as its chairman. His strong, quiet leadership helped to bring two colleges and their foundations together during the merger of Flint River Technical College and Griffin Technical College, which together became SCTC.  

As a member of both the GTC and SCTC foundations, he attended many events, college groundbreakings, ribbon cuttings and graduations.  He was also a strong supporter of adult education and was on the front row for many GED graduations.  
Blake pushed hard for the college being included in the Spalding County SPLOST funding and was instrumental in helping to secure $6 million in funding for the acquisition and construction of additions to the campus. In recent years, he played a vital role in securing major cash gifts for the college’s new Medical Technology Building.  

To recognize and reflect his ongoing dedication and outstanding commitment to education, Blake’s wife, Nancy, and his family made a donation to the SCTC foundation in honor of his 80th birthday.  A plaque presentation had been planned for him and was set to occur during the foundation’s Red Carpet Gala, which was scheduled for August 10, 2013.  Regrettably, he died a week earlier.  The Blake family still wanted to attend the gala, where they accepted the bronze plaque in his honor.  

Today, the plaque is proudly hung in the Otis D. Blake, Jr. Presidential Boardroom at Southern Crescent Technical College.  

TCFA Benefactor of the Year

Mr. Harold Mays

Harold Mays is a self-made man who has always wanted to give back to the Augusta community that helped him nurture his ambitions. 
Mays served his country as a pilot in World War II and moved to Augusta in 1951 to start a career in automotive parts. He eventually opened up Mays Equipment Company and Mays International Truck Sales, which helped to bring jobs and prosperity to the Augusta community. Over the years, he has selflessly given his time, talents, energy and money to make the Augusta area a great place to live, work and worship.  

In December, 2012, Mays and his wife, with the assistance of their daughter and son-in-law, Micky and Johnnie Poole, donated their custom-built lakefront home in Grovetown, Georgia to the Augusta Technical College Foundation to establish an endowed scholarship for students in the aviation maintenance program.    

The Harold Mays Aviation Maintenance Scholarship Endowment marks the 19th endowment for the foundation and is the largest named scholarship to date.  

About the TCSG: The 24 colleges of the Technical College System of Georgia offer affordable education and excellent training in more than 600 certificate, diploma and two-year associate degree programs. Students of all ages take advantage of outstanding instructors and hands-on learning with state-of-the-art equipment to gain the skills needed for today’s in-demand jobs. 
 
The TCSG colleges delivered 2.3 million credit hours of instruction to more than 151,000 students during the 2013 academic year. The TCSG is online, too, serving 80,000 students through the system’s Georgia Virtual Technical Connection. TCSG students enjoy the benefits of Georgia’s HOPE grant and scholarship and the federal Pell grant, which will pay for a significant portion of a TCSG education. 

In addition, the TCSG Quick Start program, an important economic development incentive for Georgia, provided customized workforce training to almost 50,000 employees of new and expanding companies in the state.
 
The TCSG also works to help adult learners reach their potential. Last year, the TCSG Office of Adult Education delivered a variety of programs to 71,000 adult learners and almost 15,000 of those students earned their GED credential.
 

For more information about the TCSG and links to a technical college in your area, go to www.tcsg.edu
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