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Luke Teague of Ogeechee Technical College is the TCSG 2014 Student of the Year

Atlanta – Lucas “Luke” Teague, a funeral service education student from Ogeechee Technical College in Statesboro, has been named as the Technical College System of Georgia’s 2014 Student of the Year.  

TCSG Commissioner Ron Jackson announced the selection of Teague in front of 600 guests who attended a banquet honoring the system’s top students and instructors at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Atlanta on April 25.  

Teague competed for the top student honor as part of the system’s annual GOAL (Georgia Occupational Award of Leadership) program, which recognizes the best students at each of the 24 TCSG colleges and the technical division at Bainbridge State College, which is part of the University System of Georgia. 

“We are all extremely proud of Luke Teague. It’s an exceptional achievement for him to earn the honor as the top student from among the more than 150,000 students who enrolled in Georgia’s technical colleges during the past year,” said Jackson. “Luke impressed our judges with his excellent achievement in the classroom, strong communication skills and the talent to be a very effective leader. The entire Technical College System of Georgia congratulates him for his well-deserved selection as our 2014 student of the year.” 
The distinction as Georgia’s top technical college student also means that Teague is the winner of the GOAL program’s grand prize, a brand-new, fully-loaded 2014 Chevrolet, courtesy of Chevrolet and the local Chevy dealers. Chevrolet and the local Chevy dealers are the long-time statewide sponsors of the GOAL program. 
Edward Bailey, marketing manager for Chevrolet, congratulated Teague and presented him with the keys to the new car.
Selection for the GOAL program and student of the year competition starts with the naming of the top student at each college.  A regional competition follows, where nine finalists are chosen to compete for the state GOAL award and earn the honor as Georgia’s technical college student of the year.  
In April, the nine finalists are interviewed in Atlanta by a panel of judges from business, industry and higher education. At each step, the students are scored on their academic accomplishments, leadership qualities, involvement in their local communities, and future aspirations. 

As the 2014 TCSG Student of the Year and state GOAL winner, Teague will serve as the system’s student ambassador during a number of local and statewide functions throughout the year. He will also have a chance to speak before the Georgia General Assembly and receive a personal commendation from the Governor. 
Julie McDonald, a student in the neuromuscular massage therapy program at Moultrie Technical College, was the runner-up for the student of the year award.
About the TCSG: The 24 colleges of the Technical College System of Georgia offer affordable education and excellent training in more than 600 certificate, diploma and two-year associate degree programs. Students of all ages take advantage of low tuition, outstanding instructors, hands-on learning and state-of-the-art equipment to gain the skills needed for today’s in-demand jobs. In 2013, the TCSG colleges delivered 2.4 million credit hours of instruction to more than 151,000 students. The TCSG is online, too, serving 72,000 students through the system’s Georgia Virtual Technical Connection. 

TCSG students enjoy the benefits of Georgia’s HOPE grant and scholarship and the federal Pell grant which can pay for a significant portion of a TCSG education. 

The TCSG Office of Adult Education delivered programs to 71,000 adult learners in 2013, including GED preparation and testing services that enabled almost 16,000 men and women to earn their GED credential. 

The TCSG Quick Start program provided customized workforce training to almost 58,000 employees of new and expanding companies in Georgia.

For more information about the TCSG and links to the 24 TCSG colleges, go to www.tcsg.edu
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