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Gift of $20,000 from Verizon will Help TCSG Colleges Train Students

in Domestic Violence Prevention

Atlanta - A gift of $20,000 from the Verizon Foundation will enable students in the Social Work Assistant programs at three TCSG colleges to participate in fully-paid internships at agencies that serve domestic violence victims, provide domestic violence education, or advocate for domestic violence prevention policies and legislation.  

The donation was made during the monthly meeting of the State Board of the Technical College System of Georgia. Board Chairman Joe Yarbrough accepted the check from Julie Smith, Verizon’s vice president of external affairs. 

“We are honored to support the important work the Technical College System of Georgia is undertaking, expanding their social work programs to keenly focus on the prevention of domestic violence.  We are committed to bringing this issue out of the shadows and know that these programs and internships will help make an impact in our communities,” stated Verizon’s Julie Smith.

The money, Yarbrough said, will benefit students and their communities. “The Technical College System of Georgia greatly appreciates this gracious donation and thanks the people of Verizon for their generosity. Verizon is not only providing an immense benefit to our social work programs, the company is also being a responsible corporate citizen by helping to train people who can work to address the serious problem of domestic violence,” said Yarbrough. 

Athens Technical College, Georgia Northwestern Technical College in Rome, and Southwest Georgia Technical College in Thomasville have worked together to create a new specialization in Domestic Violence Prevention as part of their Social Work Assistant degree and diploma programs. By increasing the amount of practical experience students receive, the TCSG colleges will add trained graduates to a workforce that is prepared to tackle one of Georgia's most complex social problems.

About the Verizon Foundation:  The Verizon Foundation is focused on accelerating social change by using the company’s innovative technology to help solve pressing problems in education, healthcare and energy management.  Since 2000, the Verizon Foundation has invested more than half a billion dollars to improve the communities where Verizon employees work and live. Verizon’s employees are generous with their donations and their time, having logged more than 6.8 million hours of service to make a positive difference in their communities.  For more information about Verizon’s philanthropic work, visit www.verizon.com/about/responsibility/; or for regular updates, visit the Foundation on Facebook (www.facebook.com/verizonfoundation) and Twitter (www.twitter.com/verizongiving).
About the TCSG: The 23 colleges of the Technical College System of Georgia offer affordable education and excellent training in more than 600 certificate, diploma and two-year associate degree programs. Students of all ages take advantage of low tuition, outstanding instructors, hands-on learning and state-of-the-art equipment to gain the skills needed for today’s in-demand jobs. 
In academic year 2014, the TCSG colleges delivered 2.3 million credit hours of instruction to more than 141,000 students. The TCSG is online, too, serving 70,000 students through the system’s Georgia Virtual Technical Connection. 
TCSG students enjoy the benefits of Georgia’s HOPE grant and scholarship and the federal Pell grant, which will pay for a significant portion of a TCSG education. 
Last year, the TCSG Office of Adult Education delivered programs to 61,000 adult learners, including GED preparation and testing services that enabled almost 15,000 men and women to earn their GED credential. 
The TCSG Quick Start program has provided customized workforce training in 2014 to almost 56,000 employees of new and expanding companies in Georgia.
For more information about the TCSG and links to all of the TCSG colleges, go to www.tcsg.edu
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