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Three Georgia Companies Named Manufacturers of the Year
 
Companies in Milledgeville, Savannah and Augusta take home top honors
 
 
Atlanta, GA – Gov. Nathan Deal recently named three of Georgia’s leading companies as the state’s 2015 Manufacturers of the Year. Prayon, located in Augusta, won in the category of 150 employees or fewer; Mitsubishi-Hitachi Power Systems Americas, Inc., Savannah, won in the category of 150-500 employees; and Milledgeville-based Triumph Aerostructures took home the award in the category of 500 or more employees.

“Georgia’s manufacturers quite literally build a stronger economy and a brighter future for our state and its citizens,” said Gov. Deal. “The three companies that we’re honoring today exemplify outstanding manufacturing practices here in Georgia. They each create value through high-quality jobs, stimulate business throughout the supply chain and are great corporate citizens in their communities and around the state.”

“We truly consider it an honor and a privilege to accept this prestigious award,” said Merlin Fechner, president of Triumph Aerostructures-Vought Aircraft Division, which took home the award for Large Manufacturer of the Year. “We have some of the best employees and it is demonstrated every day in everything we do. This award truly belongs to them.”
 
“We’re honored to be singled out by this award. It confirms our commitment to both the community and to the customers we serve to provide the highest quality and most energy-efficient power generation equipment, from our key facility here in Georgia,” said Dave Walsh, MHPSA President and CEO.
 
“It is a great honor to accept this award today,” said Beth Allen, Vice President of Finance and Administration at Prayon, who accepted the award from Gov. Deal along with Benoit Fastres, Chief Operating Officer. “We have just completed our 15th year of success, and that wouldn’t have been possible without the support of Georgia Quick Start, Augusta Technical College, the State of Georgia and especially all our dedicated employees and contractors.”
 
The awards luncheon, held on April 14 in Atlanta, was the highlight of Georgia’s 21st annual Manufacturing Appreciation Week and was co-hosted by the Technical College System of Georgia and the Georgia Department of Economic Development. This year’s sponsors included Batson-Cook Construction; Georgia Association of Manufacturers; Georgia Chamber of Commerce; Georgia Power; the Georgia Institute of Technology’s Manufacturing Extension Partnership, and Habif, Arogeti & Wynne.
 
The three winning companies were nominated by business and civic leaders and chosen for their excellence and contributions to the state’s economy and their local communities.
 
In his proclamation declaring April 13-17 as Manufacturing Appreciation Week, Gov. Deal noted the tremendous contribution manufacturing makes to the state’s economic well-being. Nearly 9,305 manufacturing facilities are located in Georgia, and they provide 367,153 jobs, generating nearly $19.5 billion in wages for Georgia’s citizens and contributing more than $100 billion to the state’s economy each year.
 
About the Technical College System of Georgia
The 23 colleges of the Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) are Georgia’s top resource for skilled workers. TCSG offers world-class training in 800 associate degree, diploma and certificate programs to students who are trained on state-of-the-art equipment by instructors who are experts in their fields. TCSG partners with companies through Quick Start, the nation’s top customized workforce training program, and through its individual colleges, who work with local industry to provide workforce and training solutions.
 
About the Georgia Department of Economic Development
The Georgia Department of Economic Development (GDEcD) plans, manages and mobilizes state resources to attract new business investment to Georgia, drive the expansion of existing industry and small business, locate new markets for Georgia products, inspire tourists to visit Georgia and promote the state as a top destination for arts events and film, music and digital entertainment projects.
Prayon – Small Manufacturer of the year 
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Mitsubishi Hitatchi Medium Manufacturer of the year
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Triumph Large Manufacturer of the year 
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