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Technical College System of Georgia announces top student and instructor of 2015

ATLANTA – The state’s top technical college student and instructor of the year were named last night by the Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG).
Stephanie Jackson, a paralegal student at Georgia Piedmont Technical College, took home top honors in the Georgia Occupational Award of Leadership (GOAL) program, which recognizes the best students at each of the 23 TCSG colleges and the technical division at Bainbridge State College, which is part of the University System of Georgia. 
For the second year in a row, Lanier Technical College is the home of TCSG’s Instructor of the Year. Christian Tetzlaff, an instructor in motorsports vehicle technology, is the winner of the 2015 Rick Perkins Award for Excellence in Technical Instruction and a $1,000 check.  Lanier Technical College was named TCSG’s “College of the Year” in 2014.
Commissioner Gretchen Corbin announced the awards during a banquet for the system’s top instructors and students at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Atlanta on April 23. She also presented Jackson with the keys to the GOAL program’s grand prize, a new 2015 Chevrolet, courtesy of Chevrolet and the local Chevy dealers, long-time sponsors of the GOAL program.
For the first time in the history of the Technical College System of Georgia, a single college is home to both the technical college student of the year and the adult education student of the year. In addition to being the home campus of GOAL winner Stephanie Jackson, Georgia Piedmont Technical College celebrated the naming last month of adult education student Justin Walters as TCSG’s 2015 Exceptional Adult Georgian in Literacy Education (EAGLE) award winner. 
Selection for the GOAL and Rick Perkins awards begins with the naming of the top student and technical education instructor at each college and the technical division of Bainbridge State College. Regional competitions follow and narrow the field to nine finalists for each award.

In April, the nine finalists are interviewed in Atlanta by a panel of judges. At each step, student finalists are scored on their academic accomplishments, leadership qualities, involvement in their local communities, and future aspirations. Benchmarks for instructors include teaching experience, innovation in the classroom, leadership and civic involvement. 
As the top student and the top instructor of the system, Jackson and Tetzlaff will serve as TCSG ambassadors during local and statewide functions throughout the year. They will also be honored by the Georgia General Assembly and receive personal commendations from Governor Deal. 
About the Technical College System of Georgia

The 23 colleges of the Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) are Georgia’s top resource for skilled workers. TCSG offers world-class training in 600 associate degree, diploma and certificate programs to students who are trained on state-of-the-art equipment by instructors who are experts in their fields. TCSG partners with companies through Quick Start, the nation’s top customized workforce training program, and through its individual colleges, who work with local industry to provide workforce and training solutions. Visit www.tcsg.edu for more information.
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